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A Multimodal Analysis of the Intensity of Surprise
WAN Guangrong

Abstract: Surprise is expressed by syntactic, acoustic forms or body language. It is the difference between the fact and the
interlocutor’s cognition/expectation that leads to surprise. The greater the difference is, the higher the intensity of surprise is. The
intensity of surprise is best revealed by a combined analysis of syntactic, acoustic features and features of body language. Generally
speaking, the lexeme collocating with jing () or the adverbial modifying jing (1) before or after has a stronger denotation, then
the expression has a higher degree of surprise. The bigger the value of the pitch or intensity of a voice is, the higher degree of sur—
prise the language has. The body language, especially facial changes unveil the interlocutors emotion; the more opened mouth, the
wider opened eyes, the raised eyebrow, the lowered jaw and others bear the intensity of surprise.

Key words: intensity of surprise ; multimodality ; words; sounds; images
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