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On “Sublimation” as the Essence of
Complete Translation

Abstract: Based on the new definition of
Complete Translation and Qian Zhongshu’s
original interpretation of the Chinese word “hua”
(“sublimation/sublimity™), the present paper defines
“hua” as the process and result of a bilingual
transformational activity in which the translator tries
to maintain the meaning and flavor of the source text
(ST) and create the target text (TT) by handling the
contradictions between the same ST meaning and
corresponding different TT forms. It then elaborates
the five essential characteristics of Complete
Translation, that is, “hua” as the commensuration
between the ultimate ideal and highest standard of
Complete Translation, the unity of end and means,
the integration of the subject and objects, the
crystallization of pursuing faithfulness to the ST and
creating beauty in the TT, and the reproduction of
the ST value and TT value in use.

Key Words: Complete Translation; essence; “hua”

(sublimation/sublimity); source text; target text
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