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Abstract; Simultaneity in a complex or composite clause is divided into that of point-to-point, point-to-period and period-to-
period. To express simultaneity, both English and Chinese use subordination as a major way and coordination as a minor way.
“(Y dang)... (1] de) shi (f& hou)”

In coordination, the English conjunction “and” and Chinese “er” are used. The subordinate clause can stand at the beginning

In subordination, the English conjunction “when” and Chinese are frequently used.
or end of a simultaneous complex sentence in English while the temporal clause generally appears at the beginning of a simulta-
neous composite sentence in Chinese. This order is determined by competition and cooperation of six factors, namely, prefer-
ence of a balanced sentence, principle of the information organization, logical relation of clauses, coherence and cohesion of a
discourse, difficulty of processing information by the human brain, and iconicity of language and cognition.

“(dang) ... (de) shi (hou)”
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(1)a. T saw him yesterday when he came out of the
church.
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(2)a. They arrived while we were having dinner.
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(3)a. I was cooking the dinner while he was playing
the piano.
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(4)a. FITFEE, 1TIF B, (Door opens when yellow
light glistens. )

b. 4odT 3 B, T3 %, ( Door malfunctions when
red light glistens. )
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(11)a. The phony war has finished and the real refer-
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(23)a. When we arrived in Berlin it was dark.

b. It was dark when we arrived in Berlin. ( Dies-
sel 2005 450)
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